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Call or stop in for a policy review and free quote.

Curtman Insurance Agency
Bryan Curtman & Sherri Biermann

111 South 1st Street • Owensville, MO 65066
curtmanagency@gmail.com

(573) 437-8258 
~Farm~Home~Business~Auto~Life~Accident~Special Events

We could shop 8 Different Companies 
     to find the lowest rates 
         for your auto insurance.

Who
knew?

• Dairyland
• Travelers
• Progressive
• Grinnell Mutual

• United Home
• Hagerty 
• Gainsco
• Graham-Rogers

Double Check
Glass Service, LLC

“We check it twice, to make 
sure it’s right”

Mobile:  573-694-1524
Fax: 573-493-2592

Email: dcheck.shane@aol.com
Vienna, Missouri

Shane Hoecker, Owner/Technician

Chip Repair

& Replacement
Home & Auto

908 Hwy 63 South • Vienna
573-578-2233

cars | trucks | vans
foreign | domestic

Including: AC Repair
General Automotive Repair 
Alignments | Oil Changes
Batteries | Brakes | Tires
State Inspections

Trusted Service 
& Repair

908 Hwy 63 South | Vienna Mo | 573-422-9904
(former Weidinger Chevrolet building)

reduce • reuse • recycle • reduce • reuse • recycle

reduce • reuse • recycle • reduce • reuse • recycle

1640-B, Highway 28 • Owensville, Missouri 65066

                
car radiators & Batteries

catalytic converters Much More!

Why trade it in? 

sell it fo
r more $$$

Get cash

for it!

Paid for

We AlsO PAy 
tOP dOllAr 

fOr: 
All Types of 
Aluminum ~ 

Copper ~ Brass 

adamrodgers16@yahoo.com  •  20774 maries rd. 310, Belle  •  573.680.5578   

C O L L I S I O N  R E PA I R

Paint & Bodywork Specialists

‘16 Silverado 2500HD LTZ Crew Cab 
4WD, 110,xxx mi. $39,950

‘18 Colorado Crew Cab Z71 4WD
142,xxx mi. $28,950

‘01 Ram 2500 Ext. Cab 4WD
231,xxx mi. $14,950

‘20 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
120,xxx mi. $15,950

Hicks AutoHicks Auto  
Sales & Autobody Sales & Autobody 

573-646-3820573-646-3820
1200 Highway 28 • Bland, MO
www.HicksAutoSales.com

See Charger, Page 14

sPrInG car care

BY ROXIE MURPHY
ADVOCATE STAFF WRITER
rmurphy@wardpub.com

Ryan Scott has always loved the look 
of the classic Dodge Chargers. Maybe it’s 
the slick bodyline, the ready-for-speed 
personality they project, or the way the 
engine rumbles beneath the heavy, met-
al hood. He speculates that his love for 
the 1969 Charger probably came from 
the famous TV series Dukes of Hazzard, 
which explains why Scott painted the car 
to have a General Lee of his own.

“I literally found it in a barn,” said 
Scott, who owns Sunset Heating and Air 
Conditioning. “I had known about it for 
years.”

The previous owner, Daryl Gieding-
hagen, had a nephew in the same class 
as Scott

Jeremy King, son of Giedinghagen’s 
sister Marylis King, would sometimes 
talk about restoring the car, but he even-
tually moved away. The car’s location 
was known, along with the knowledge 
that Giedinghagen wouldn’t sell.

The two-owner vehicle was parked 
in its early days. The Charger had been 
purchased new in January 1970 from 
Wehmeyer Motor, Inc. in Rosebud by 
a gentleman who had bought it for his 
wife. However, his wife didn’t like the 
car and they traded it back to Wehmey-
er’s in October 1971 with 163 miles on 
the engine.

A year later Giedinghagen came 
home from Vietnam with his army sal-
ary saved up.

“His dad told him to go down to Weh-
meyer’s and buy a vehicle,” Scott said. 
“Daryl brought the car home and his dad 
ripped him up and down, ‘I can’t believe 
you bought a car that is going to drag the 
bottom all the way down the driveway.’”

The family lived on the outskirts of 
Belle on Highway Y, a mile-and-a-half 
down another drive, then another two 
miles to the bottom of a private drive.

Giedinghagen’s father purportedly 
told his son to take his remaining sav-
ings back to Wehmeyer’s and the second 
time he brought home a 1968 GMC pick-
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RYAN SCOTT (lower left) sit proudly in 
his restored 1969 Dodge Charger. The 
Charger runs on a 362 small block V-8, 
bored 30 over with a hydraulic roller 
cam, an Edelbrock four-barrel manifold 
and a 750 CFM aluminum double 
pumper carburetor. It has been restored 
to resemble one of the first five General 
Lees from the 1979 TV show Dukes of 
Hazzard.

PHOTOS ABOVE BY ROXIE MURPHY, BELOW, SUBMITTED

Charger • from page 13

63 Auto & Truck Parts LLC
13986 Highway 63 • Vichy

Just north of the Vichy Wye 
on Hwy. 63

573-299-4300
Used Auto Parts from 

late 90s to current 
vehicles

Used batteries from $30 with core

Hours: 8-5 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday 

Current inventory can be 
seen on car-part.com

Mike Prigge • Logan Prigge

573-646-3028
203 E. Colorado Street, 
Bland, MO 65014
KMCountryStore@gmail.com

Come by and experience 
“Down Home Service & Hospitality” at 
Bland’s locally owned convenience store!

K & M Country Store
LLC

When Good as New  
   Isn’t Good Enough

Professional Auto Body, 
Paint & Restoration

PRO
AUTO BODY, Inc.

573-422-3961 33711 HWY. 63 NORTH • VIENNA
pbschoene2015@gmail.comTodd Schoene, Owner

NAPA OF VIENNA
VIENNA AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
506 HWY. 63 SOUTH VIENNA
573-422-3638

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KEEP 
YOUR CAR IN TOP SHAPE AT
YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR 

SAVINGS

605 Raineri Circle • Owensville, MO 65066

Call for an appointment today 

AlsO stAte InspeCtIOns

MAnuAl. AutOMAtIC. CARs. BIg tRuCks. 
seRvICe. QuAlIty. RelIABIlIty. eCOnOMy.
 The next time you suspect transmission trouble, count 
on us. No matter what type of car you have, you’ll find 

our level of service is way above standard.

573-437-8470

We also can handle Front end suspension, Brakes 
and some  engine Work

…on Autos, Foreign 
Cars and Large Trucks!

Complete Power Train Service

Special TranSmiSSion 
Service and rear endS

07-2020   Auto 1.4c
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A Winning Combination!

Call me today to see how you can take 
advantage of this winning combination 
from Shelter!

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Agent Name 
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Phone No.
Email@ShelterInsurance.com
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At Shelter Insurance® we pride ourselves on helping folks 
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rate possible.
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Shelter Insurance® would like to welcome 
Tonya Price as the newest member of the 
Shelter team in Owensville.

Call today for a free quote.

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com                AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Tonya Price 
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B

Owensville, MO
573-437-2522

TPrice@Shelterinsurance.com

®

Introducing  .  .  .

Tonya Jacquin
573 859-3831 

36063 Hwy. 28W • Belle Mo. 

� D ENJ m � m D � w

See Charger, Page 15

SPRING CAR CARE

up truck. His dad wouldn’t let him drive 
the car, so it stayed parked in the barn.

“Marlis King, his sister,? Said he only 
drove the car six times and parked it in 
the barn in 1977 with 325 miles on the 
318 cubic inch  engine,” Scott said.

Hotrod red with a white vinyl top, the 
Charger was mostly protected from the 
elements in the barn, but as the owners 
got older, the barn began to deteriorate. 
Then about six years ago a truss in the 
barn broke and went through the side 
window of the charger.

“The barn was coming down on top 
of the car,” Scott said. “Doug? Went 
to Marlis? And said ‘hey, you want me 
to pull out that old car before the barn 
comes down?’”

They pulled the car out and haphaz-
ardly tarpped it, but the broken window 
allowed the rain and moisture in. Even-
tually the seats turned green with mold. 
Still it sat.

Giedinghagen was starting to forget 
things and his sister Marlis was named 
executor and caretaker. In 2020 Gied-
inghagen’s washing machine stopped 
working and Marlis called Scott to see if 
he could fix it.

“Me and Tanya (Scott’s girlfriend) 
were on our way out there and I was 
telling her all about this car,” he said. 
“Before we left, I told her I was going to 
make Marlis mad.”

Scott asked Marlis when she was fi-
nally going to sell him that car and she 
said they were putting it up for sale the 
next day.

“I said, tell me how much you want 
for it and I will go to the bank right now,” 
he said.

Marlis named a price and Scott re-
turned that evening.

“I didn’t have a way to get the car out, 
so I called Daryl White (Jr.) and asked 
him to haul a car for me,” Scott said. “I 
didn’t know he and Daryl, Sr., had tried 
several times to buy the car over the 
years and Giedinghagen always said no. 
He was silent for about 15 seconds and 
then asked, ‘you bought that car, didn’t 
you?’”

Scott said he had bought the car.
“If you have ever seen anyone doing 

work with a disgruntled look on his face, 
it was Daryl White (Jr.),” Scott said.

Before dropping the car off, White 
parked it under the lights at Thomas 
Quick Stop and took pictures.

“I have had so many offers to buy that 
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Reserved For Your 

Advertisement
Call 573-437-2323

www.BlandChristianChurch.com

710 W. Hwy 28  |  Bland, MO  |  573-646-3245

Join Us in Faith and Fellowship
Sunday Worship:

8:00am and 10:30am

Sunday School:  9:30am

Wednesday Bible Study:
5:30pm

• Complete Water Well Installation
• Repair On Existing Equipment
• Geo Thermal Wells & Looping
• Cobett Waterers & Water Lines Installed

FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW WELLS 
573-455-9111

 bhwelldrilling.com

Thanks to all the local farmers who have given so much support to our 
business over the past 30 years! We hope we can help in the future!

Serving 
all of Mid 
Missouri

• Water Well Drilling
• Pump Sales & Service

• Waterline Installation & Repair
• Complete Water Services

Call Today!
573-859-6107

REAL ESTATE & AUCTION
HARKER

•  Pat Harker - Broker/Partner, 573-690-0066
•  JC Harker - Salesperson, 573-301-2632
•  Evelyn Horine - Broker/Salesperson, 
 573-842-8734
•  Mike Fanning - Salesperson, 573-257-7445
•  Tracy Patton-Shiver - Salesperson
 573-291-2878
•  Pam James - Salesperson, 573-619-9012
•  Derek Faherty, Salesperson, 
 573-433-4548
• Steve Deaton, Salesperson, 660-815-0274

1001 Vienna-Rolla Rd.
Vienna, MO

573-422-6300
www.Harker-RealEstate-Auction.com

AREA 
BUSINESS 
& SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Call 573-437-2323 to Promote 

Your Business or Service

&&

Belle MissouriBelle Missouri
ADAMRODGERS16@YAHOO.COMADAMRODGERS16@YAHOO.COM

573.680.5578573.680.5578
20774 MARIES RD. 310, BELLE, MO20774 MARIES RD. 310, BELLE, MO

RESULTS REALTY & AUCTION
800-341-3802 or 573-405-0112

Mark James~Agent/Broker • Email: MarkJ@UCResultsRealty.com
OzarkHuntingGround.com

1218 East Lee Street, Suite 2
Linn, MO 65051  |  573-536-1433

rick@centralmotech.com

• Cell Phones - broken screens, back glasses, charging ports, 
batteries, nonfunctioning cameras - and much more

• Desktop Computers   • Laptops   • Tablets   • Gaming Consoles

 WE REPAIR:

www.centralmotech.com

Register at griefshare.org 
or call 636-295-3103

Groups meet weekly at 
First Baptist Church, Belle & 

First Baptist Church, Owensville

Contact Us Today

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar 
and support group designed to help 

you rebuild your life. We know it hurts, 
and we want to help.

Help and encouragement
after the death of a loved one

GRIEF 
SUPPORT 

GROUP

federal entities pay for transporting prisoners.
“If you have a federal inmate who has to 

go to court in Kansas City, they pay your em-
ployee’s wages for the entire day plus some, 
and they pay mileage for the vehicle,” he said.

Schulte asked what would happen if the jail 
were profitable.

Bonham said the statutes allowed for prof-
its to return to the counties, but the details of 
how much went to each county would ulti-
mately be up to the commissioners to decide. 
John said the jail could also use the cash flow 
to maintain facilities and upgrade equipment 
as needed.

Based on the counties’ sales tax revenue 
from last year, a half-cent sales tax to support 
the regional jail’s annual costs would gener-
ate about $2.3 million. John mentioned a jail 
commissary, where inmates can purchase 
goods, as a way to contribute to the costs of 
running a regional jail. He said that the com-
missary at the Maries County Jail generates 
about $35,000 each year.

“I’m having a hard time seeing where it’s 
not going to financially be feasible,” John 
said. “If there’s a sales tax in place, with the 
ancillary funds like the commissary in place, 
even if we don’t get a fed bed contract, I think 
we can make it work.”

John said it would be at least a year before 
the counties could really start looking at put-
ting the tax funding on the ballot. They would 
need proposals, engineering and architectural 
plans and price quotes before thinking about 
going to the voters for approval.

Prigge said that the USDA funds some fea-
sibility studies, so there could be options for 
paying costs to research the jail project.

Griffin asked how the counties would de-
termine what portion of the jail’s resources 
each county would be able to use when the 
counties would contribute different sales tax 
values to the jail. Bonham said that his sug-
gestion would be to allocate beds and have 
counties pay extra if they go over their allo-
cations.

The law enforcement officials compared 
the average number of people held in their 
respective jails at any time. John estimated 
about 18 in Maries County and Bonham esti-
mated about 12 in Osage County. Gasconade 
County does not have its own jail, but Eiler 
estimated there were about 17 Gasconade 
County detainees between the jails in Osage 
County and Crawford County.

Eiler said that allocating beds would put 
the counties at the mercy of their judges, 
and each judge is not consistent with another 
when it comes to sentencing. He mentioned 
a sentence in Gasconade County that he had 
never seen before. The judge sentenced the 
person to one year in county jail.

“That’s a whole year of someone that I have 
to pay for in someone else’s county jail,” he 
said. “And I just tied up their bed for a year.”

Schulte said that last year Gasconade 

County spent about $188,000 on housing pris-
oners without factoring in other costs such as 
transportation.

Drewel asked what would happen if one 
county dropped out of the regional jail some-
time in the future.

“If any one county drops out that’s the end 
of it because the other two couldn’t afford it,” 
he said. “I’m kind of leery of it now.”

“Unless you could get another county to 
come in there,” Griffin said.

Bonham said that more counties could 
join, but they must border at least one of the 
counties already involved in the jail.

“The more counties you’ve got, you still 
have basically the same electric bill and the 
same water bill,” Drewel said.

Bonham said that the three counties pres-
ent made sense because of their “three cor-
ners” spot in the Belle area, but if anyone 
knew of a bordering county that would want 
to participate, they could include them in fu-
ture discussions.

If the commissioners had an interest in 
pursuing the regional jail idea, Bonham said 
one of the next moves would be to determine 
where to put the jail. The three counties meet 
in the area of Belle and Bland, so the major-
ity agreed that area would be the ideal spot. 
Bonham said that Belle Mayor Daryl White 
had already called him to express interest in 
building the jail in Belle.

“If you have a mayor already interested 
in having it, that’s a big step,” Bonham said. 
“Usually it’s anti (jail). ‘I don’t want this in 
my backyard.’”

Fagre asked if Bonham had a specific spot 
of land in mind for the jail site. Bonham said 
that he did, but he doubted it would be avail-
able by the time the counties would want to 
commit to purchasing the land.

Drewel asked if the airport in Vichy would 
be a better spot because it already has the in-
frastructure and it would make transporting 
federal prisoners easier.

John said that building the jail in Vichy 
would put it too far away from Osage County 
and Gasconade County. At that point, it would 
be easier for them to transport to other county 
jails rather than the regional jail. Using land at 
the airport would also require Phelps Coun-
ty to join in on the project, but it is unlikely 
Phelps County would want to participate be-
cause it is already working on constructing a 
jail.

Bonham said that it would create jobs and 
help relieve some of the struggles that Osage 
County and Maries County have had finding 
and retaining jail staff. He said that statute 
would not force the counties to close the jails 
that they already have and that if there were 
a regional jail, the jailers would transport 
detainees from there to their court appoint-
ments.

John said that two people would be enough 
to staff a state-of-the-art jail at any given time 

because of their many security measures.
Another possibility for the regional jail 

would be establishing a video courtroom at 
the location.

“That cuts our liability of transportation,” 
Bonham said. “It cuts our transportation costs 
down, bailiff costs, and so on, etc.”

Bonham said that he did not want to get too 
far ahead in thinking about the project, but the 
counties would also have an opportunity to 
combine their public safety answering points 
(PSAP), which is where emergency services 
receive 911 calls. He said that there is money 
available through the state for new PSAPs.

“Didn’t we (Maries County) just spend 
$600,000 or $700,000 on that?” Drewel asked 
because Maries County recently upgraded its 
911 dispatch equipment.

John said that the money spent was only 
on equipment and software, which they could 
move into a new PSAP.

“The writing’s on the wall,” he said. “They 
(state officials) are eventually going to man-
date that you have regional PSAPs because 
they’ve restructured their PSAP districts. 
It’s almost impossible to get a grant for your 
PSAP right now unless you are a large PSAP 
or you are a PSAP that’s working with another 
PSAP.”

John said that two years ago Maries Coun-
ty applied for a PSAP grant on its own and 
received no funding. When it partnered with 
Phelps County the next year, it received the 
grant money.

“During the building of this it would be a 
good idea to have in mind to expand it to put 
a PSAP there and dispatch all three counties,” 
John said.

Griffin said Osage County would not want 
to give up its 911 center because the people 
who work in dispatch are protective of the 
community and they would not want some-
one from outside it handling emergency calls.

“I’m a numbers guy, and I’d have to look at 
a lot of spreadsheets for me to say yay, nay or 
maybe,” Holland said. “I’m not saying I’m op-
posed to it or for it. I just don’t know enough 
about it.”

“I didn’t bring the numbers because this 
was a meeting to kick the can around and say 
‘if you’re good with it, we’re good with it,’” 
Bonham said.

“I think it’s a great idea,” Schulte said. “I 
do. But is it going to be good right now or in 
the next two years to go to the voters? I don’t 
think the appetite is there for it.”

“I think it’s a good thing to think about 
and talk about because there’s no doubt that 
the jail is a drag down on the county,” Griffin 
said. “It isn’t up for me to decide. Put it out for 
the voters and they decide.”

“The ball is truly in your court, and we 
(the sheriffs) recognize that,” Bonham told 
the commissioners. “I know you guys have a 
lot to think about, and just know that we’re not 
telling you one way to do anything.”

Charger • from page 14

car I can’t count them all,” Scott said. “The 
next day, so many people stopped, literally 
put on their brakes in the middle of the road.”

The car was still all-original from the day 
it came out of the factory, including the two 
barrel carburetor and 318 motor. It had minor 
imperfections from sitting in the elements. 
Some rust on the driver’s side and rear quar-
ter pannels, and Scott later found that the mo-
tor was frozen.

“It was originally locked up tighter than a 
jug,” Scott said. “We worked on it but never 
could get it to loosen up. We put a battery in 
it and every light come up, everything still 
worked.”

He decided that he wanted a to swap the 
318 with a 362 small block engine anyway. 

“It was a 362, but bored 30 over, so it is 
actually a 392 engine,” Scott said. “It has 
a hydraulic roller cam in it, an Edelbrock 
four-barrel intake manifold, a 750 CFM alu-
minum double pumper carburetor with 440 
Source aluminum heads. I get a lot of com-
ments on my exhaust.”

It was obvious that the car was a high-end 
package.

“It had all the creature comforts,” Scott 
said. “But Giedinghagen drove that GMC 
pick-up till the wheels fell off of it.”

Tanya spent 13 hours scrubbing the seats 
from green mold back to pristine white.

“They were like-new,” he said. “But after 
we started driving the car, the seat started to 
deteriorate and the driver’s side ripped. That 
busted out window was really hard on them.”

Scott decided to restore the Charger to 
look like one of the first five General Lees 
in the 1979 Dukes of Hazzard television 
series where 317 Chargers met their death, 
consequences of the many jump scenes. That 
meant when the upholstery was redone, he 
changed the color from white to Saddle Tan.

“The General Lee went through a lot of 
phases, mismatched colors,” Scott said. “But 
this one is an exact duplicate of Lee One. “

Almost exact replica. Scott clarified that 
he didn’t put the rollbars inside the cab.

“They were fake anyway and it makes it 
harder for the kids to get in and out,” Scott 
said.

The doors aren’t welded shut either.
“That was a gimmick on the show,” Scott 

said. “They weren’t really welded shut.”
The original radio is also still in the car, 

although Scott said it doesn’t work. 
“I like to listen to the pipes,” Scott said 

when asked if he would replace the radio. 
“The exhaust is my music.”

Down to the Dixie Horn, Scott accumulat-
ed and replicated every source about the first 
General Lee that he could get.

Herron Custom Paint and Body painted 
the car orange.

“We were originally going to do a vinyl 
wrap, but couldnt’ match the color,” Scott 
said. “Zack Fletcher of Fletcher’s Perfor-
mance and Paint matched the orange paint.”

The Confederate Battle Flag is actually a 
decal purchased from Luetkemeyer Signs in 
Jefferson City.

“It took some work, but not as much as 
it could have been,” Scott said. “(The Char-
gers) weren’t designed to get rid of water and 
moister. A lot of the rust issues are common, 
but luckily this car was parked in a garage for 
years, since 1977. That helped. I got pretty 
lucky with the restoration process. I got lucky 
with a really solid car.”

The new engine only has about 200 miles 
on it, but Scott he and Tanya will be able to 
go on a trip to Pigeon Forge, Tenn., soon and 
see Cooter’s Place with all of the Dukes of 
Hazzard memorabilia.

“I was there for the first episode and saw 
the first jump in 1979,” Scott said. “We have 
all the seasons . I have been watching ever 
since.”

Many Dukes of Hazzard fans have no-
ticed the General Lee since Scott put histor-
ical plates on it in May 2021, including Jodi 
Johnson, KZNN oldies DJ of the radio show 
Saturday Morning.

“Jodie Johnson is an absolute Dukes of 
Hazzard fanatic,” Scott said. “She’s got lunch 
boxes, TV trays, all kinds of stuff.”

Johnson has two sons, Wylan and Wyatt, 
who shoot archery. She has always called her 
sons the Duke Boys. A 105.3 KZNN DJ on 
the Saturday Morning Oldies Show heard 
about it. 

“He got wind of it and called her boys over 
during an archery tournament, calling them 
the Duke Boys, and he calls them out on the 
radio on the Saturday Morning Oldies Show, 
‘Hey, I got one for the Duke Boys in Belle, 
Missouri,’ and he does that every weekend,” 
Scott said. “We got invited over to KZNN on 
April 22 so the Duke Boys can be with Gen-
eral Lee. They’ve got it all on the radio and 
they are gonna talk about it and the whole 
nine yards. I don’t know what they are gonna 
ask me. I guess we will figure it out when we 
get over there.”

Scott and his family, Tanya and children 
Lee and ---, are looking forward to many ad-
ventures in the General.

Regional jail • from page 4
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